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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th January 2020  
 

 Present:  Mr Charles Potterton in the Chair 
Dr H Barrett, Mr C Guy, Mr D Davis, Mr G Harvey, Mr S Laws, 
Mr R Lockett, Mr M McCurdy, Mr D Saunders and Mrs C 
Silvester 
 
Councillor Amos 
 

 Officers:  Ms R Barnett, Dr P Collins and Mr J Dinn 
 

 Apologies:  The Dean 
 
76.  MINUTES 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2019 were 
approved as a correct record. 

 
77.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

1. Appeal Decisions and Notifications of Appeal. 
 

None. 
 

2. Chairman’s Correspondence and Information for Discussion 
 

The Chair updated the Panel that he is still in the process of setting 
up a meeting with Alan Coleman to discuss issued raised by Panel 
Members. 
 
The Chair circulated information from the Worcestershire Industrial 
Archaeology and Local History Society for a conference event 
being held on 4th April 2020. 

 
78.  CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISALS 
 
   Park Avenue and Riverside 
    

Ms Barnett advised both appraisals were out for consultation until 
Friday 24 January, 2020 with an exhibition in The Guildhall available 
to the public until Monday 13 January, 2020. 
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Ms Barnett informed the Panel the most significant changes have 
been to CA boundaries. The review has identified that some parts of 
the CA no longer hold the level of special architectural or historic 
interest required for designation. Similarly some areas were thought 
to warrant inclusion within the boundary as they have been 
identified as holding this special interest. 
 
Ms Barnett responded to questions from Panel Members regarding 
specific aspects of the boundary changes. 

 
79.   OUTCOME OF APPLICATIONS 

 

Dr Collins reported on the status of applications considered at the 
November and December meetings. 

 
80. REPORT ONLY ITEMS 
 

i. 19/00852/FUL & 19/00853/FUL – 47-48 The Shambles – 

Alterations to shopfront, revised internal staff welfare facilities 

and provision of new HMO accommodation to first & second 

floor. 

 

ii. 19/00861/FUL & 19/00862/ADV – Star Stage Dancing, Britannia 

Road - External landscaping works and proposed new building 

signage. 

 

iii. 19/00896/FUL – Children’s Play Centre & Café, The Trinity - 

Proposed change of use from existing children’s play area and 

café to new A2 use class. 

 

iv. 19/00745/ADV & 19/00790/LB – Castle House, 61 The Tything - 

One hoarding capable of being divided into 4 advertising 

areas. 

 

v. 19/00892/FUL & 19/00893/LB – Lloyds Bank, 4 The Cross - 

Installation of pigeon netting to pitched and flat roofed areas. 

 

vi. 19/00899/HP – 14 York Place, Worcester, WR1 3DR - Replace 

front door (Article 4 Direction). 
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vii. 19/00931/FUL – Unit 20, Canalside Office Complex, Lowesmoor 

- Change of use from B1 to Sui Generis (Private Tattoo Studio). 

 

viii. 19/00887/FUL – Units 1- 6 Netherton Court, Infirmary Walk, 

Worcester - Installation of wall-mounted external light fittings to 

improve the pedestrian route between Infirmary Walk and the 

University Campus. 

MAIN AGENDA ITEMS 
 
81. 19/00871/ADV & 19/00870/LB – St Swithun’s Church, Church Street 
 

Temporary scaffold wrap to east façade, and Class 2(A) space for up to 
20 adverts over the duration of construction project. 
 
Dr Collins advised the scaffold ‘wrap’ was a net type material and is 
necessary to carry out limestone treatment works on the outside of the 
Church safely. Similar work has previously been carried out on other 
historic buildings in the City. It is proposed that the wrap will be an artistic 
impression of the Church itself. The advertisement boards will only display 
advertisements that are connected with the Church and will be controlled 
by The Churches Conservation Trust. The netting will only be in place for as 
long as the scaffolding is required. 
 

 The Panel have no objection to the application. 
 
82. 19/00848/LB – Black & Whit3, 14 The Foregate 
 
 Alterations to basement to extend public area and relocate kitchen. 
 

Dr Collins explained that the application comprised a relocation of the 
existing kitchen to the basement of the property in order to provide extra 
customer seating. Mr Dinn commented that no historic fabric was found 
in the basement. 

 
The Panel queried ventilation requirements for the relocated kitchen, to 
which Officers advised that adequate and appropriate requirements had 
been specified in the application. 

 
 The Panel have no objection to the application. 
 
 



CONSERVATION ADVISORY PANEL 

(Incorporating the Civic Society Development Panel) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Chairman Charles Potterton, BA DipLA CMLI 
Secretary: Worcester City Council, The Guildhall, Worcester WR1 2EY 

 

 

83. 19/00904/LB – 17 Green Hill, London Road 
 
 Single-storey rear extension. 
 
 The item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
84. 19/00873/LB – 69 Broad Street, Worcester 
 
 Proposed internal alterations. 
 

Dr Collins explained to the Panel that the alterations were proposed 
following an inspection from the Fire Service. Panel Members felt 
applications of this nature did not require comment from the Conservation 
Advisory Panel. 

 
 The Panel have no objection to the application. 
 
85. 19/00732/LB & 19/00733/ADV – Castle House, 61 The Tything 
 

Hand painted sign to advertise the services of Anbrian (Cheltenham) Ltd. 
Text to read: - ‘Commercial Premises; Retail premises; Student 
accommodation; City Centre Car parking, and Advertising Space’. 
 
Dr Collins presented the application and displayed the limited information 
provided by the applicant to the Panel. Dr Collins advised there was some 
historic precedent for painted signage on the building. 
 
Panel Members were disappointed in the quality and detail provided and 
were particularly concerned because this is such an important and 
prominent building. Any such signage (whatever the content) would have 
an impact on the Conservation Area and must be designed and 
implemented to the very highest standards. The Panel agreed that whilst 
there may be some historical precedent and might be some limited 
opportunity for a high quality design, the current application did not meet 
the standard required. 
 
The Panel concluded that the application was not acceptable in its current 
format due to the lack of detail and poor quality presentation provided. 

 
86. 19/00851/FUL – JVM Castings Site, Droitwich Road (PC) 
 

Demolition of part of an existing industrial building (Class B2) and erection 
of a retail food store (Class A1) with provision of associated car parking, 
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access and landscaping, together with provision of car parking 
associated with the retained industrial use and new access. 
 
Dr Collins explained the proposals and advised that the application had 
been brought to the Panel for comment because of the scale and 
prominence of the application and not for any conservation based 
reasons per se. 
 
Panel Members noted that a development of this scale had potential to 
add significant traffic congestion in this area. It was noted that Highways 
had made no objection to the application. 
 
Panel Members agreed that the Droitwich Road frontage was very 
important and that the proposed scheme was poor in this regard. With 
some minor reconfiguration of the parking layout, there was potential to 
add a much stronger scheme of street tree planting that would help 
compensate for the loss of existing vegetation. The need for a view of the 
store was noted but it was agreed that an appropriate scheme of tree 
and shrub planting could readily achieve both requirements.  
 
Panel Members were also concerned that further work was needed to 
improve the footpath along the northern boundary. 
 
The Panel have no overall objection to the application, but only subject to 
a revised layout that addressed the northern and eastern boundaries. 
 

87. 19/00901/NMA – Mount Battenhall, Battenhall Avenue 
 
 Amendments to first floor visitors’ apartment. 
 
 The Panel have no objection to the application. 
 
88. 19/01001/FUL – Phoenix House, 42 Broad Street 
 

Change of use and redevelopment to commercial B1 (office) with A1 A2 
and A3 uses to the existing retail unit.  Floors 1 - 4 to classes C1, C3 and C4. 
Addition of new floor and external stairways and balcony access to rear 
apartments. Re-elevation to each external facade of the building to 
include changes to window openings and doors. Redevelopment of rear 
courtyard to include 4 car parking spaces, secure cycle storage and 
storage for waste and recycling. 
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Dr Collins advised the existing retail unit is currently a sewing shop and that 
the offices above have been out of use for many years. The applicant is 
looking to convert some of the building into residential use whilst 
maintaining the retail unit on the ground floor and office space at the 
back. 
 
Panel Members agreed that this is a key building in the Conservation Area, 
most importantly because of its prominence when viewed from the road 
passing the rear. It therefore has an important role to play in the setting of 
a number of very important and sensitive heritage assets in the area.  
 
The Panel did agreed that the building was in need of regeneration and 
would not necessarily object in principal to the application. 
 
However, due to its prominence, Panel Members considered that the 
extra elevation was inappropriate as it was out of proportion with the 
existing roofline and would significantly change the scale of the building 
in comparison with neighbouring buildings.  
 
In addition, Panel Members strongly objected to the proposed electronic 
signage at the rear of the building, commenting it was not in keeping with 
the nature of the site and would have significant and harmful impact on 
the Conservation Area as a whole and on the setting of a number of 
important heritage assets in the area. The panel expressed concern with 
the alignment of the site boundary / works boundary in relation to the 
adjacent block of important trees.  
 
Overall, whilst the panel might not object to an appropriate 
redevelopment of this site, it would object to this proposal for the reasons 
cited above. 
 

 89. 19/01004/HP & 19/01005/LB – 10 Fort Royal Lane 
 

Works to boundary and entrances, demolition of outbuildings and single-
storey extension. 
 
Dr Collins presented the application and the Panel noted that there may 
be inaccuracies in the plans, in particular where a locally prominent Pine 
tree is visible in the photographs but excluded from the Tree Survey and 
proposed drawings. 
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The Panel considered the proposed extension was inelegant and did not 
enhance the listed building, concluding that such an alteration would 
significantly alter the context of the historic house. 
 
Notwithstanding the apparent inaccuracy within the application, the 
Panel were minded to object for the reasons noted above but, in the 
circumstances, agreed to withhold a final conclusion until the point 
regarding the Pine tree was clarified. The matter will be discussed again 
at the next meeting. 

 
 90. 19/01011/FUL – The Arches, Croft Walk 
 

Change of Use, demolition to infill to arches at the back and new units to 
arches Nos. 25, 27, 28, 29, 30 & 33. 
 
Dr Collins explained that the demolition in the application only referred 
modern single skin wall put in place to infill the archways. Dr Collins advised 
the application is a continuation of the wider business development of the 
Arches Project which endeavours to bring the unused arches into use.  
 
A standard design will be rolled out for each unit and will match the 
existing burger shop design already in place.  Panel Members approved 
of the consistent design being used for each unit and welcomed the 
overall scheme. 
 
The Panel welcomed the application positively for its adaptive reuse of 
industrial space. 

 
 91. 19/00945/HP & 19/00946/LB – 26 St Georges Square 

 
 Single storey rear extension. 
 

Dr Collins advised that many other properties in this area have extended 
in a similar way. The proposed extension is largely invisible from an external 
perspective as it is the infilling between the rear of the property and the 
out building. Panel Members had some difficulty understanding the 
concept of the plan and had several queries on the types of materials 
being used. Panel Members believed it would be extremely helpful if the 
architect could create a three dimensional drawing to better portray the 
extension in context with the rest of the property. 
 
The Panel have no overall objection to the application, but would like to 
defer final comment until further information was made available. 
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 92. Any Other Business 
 
  Sherriff Street 
 

 The Chair reported that the item was not on the Agenda for January 
Planning Committee and was likely to be on the February Agenda. 

 
 Mr McCurdy and Dr Barrett advised that they have compiled a report on 

the application and have some queries in regard to the planning 
conditions that had been approved at December Planning Committee. 

 
 The Chair requested that their report was issued to him shortly to consider 

and then discussed at the next Conservation Advisory Panel meeting. The 
Chair will then submit the report to Planning Committee on behalf of the 
Panel. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

_________________________ 

Chairman at the meeting 
5th February 2020 


